Why Do You Wait?

“And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your
sins, calling on His name.” Acts 22:16, English Standard Version

Acts 22:16 — The question asked confronts each of us.

Consider The Uncertainty Of Life
A. Several things can end our lives without warning, such as:

B. God’s word urges us to consider this unpleasant fact of life:
1. Luke 12:19,20 — The man thought he had years to
enjoy. God said his would be taken that
2. Luke 13:1,4 — Did these people have any clue their
would end that ? It seemed like life as usual.
3. James 4:13-15 — Our lives are like a that

Consider The Hardening Effects Of Sin
A. Sin can harden once-sensitive hearts:

1. Proverbs 28:14 - awaits those who their
hearts. We are if we the Lord always.
2. Hebrews 3:13 — Sin is and we can be
by it.
3. Romans 2:4,5 - Do we on God’s ,
, and ? Are we being hardened?
B. If clay becomes , there’s not much the can do.

Consider The Uncertain Timing Of Christ’s Return
C. When Christ will return is uncertain:

1. Matthew 24:36-39,44 — No one that hour. It will be as
in the days of ; life seemed to be going on as usual.
2. 1 Thessalonians 5:2-4 — The of the Lord will come as a
in the . Will we be ?
D. Matthew 25:13 — The women who were not
found the door to the banquet ; they couldn’t go in!
Ecclesiastes 12:13,14 — This is the one each of us have
been given. How will we be found at the ?
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