
A Raging, Destructive Fire 
 

“From the same mouth comes blessing and cursing.  My brothers, these 
things ought not to be so.”  James 3:10, English Standard Version 
 

We know fire can be ____________, so we’re __________ with it. 
 

Flaming Tongues! 
A. ________ foods can make our tongues _______.  But can our 

__________ cause such ____________? 
B. The destructive potential of our words: 

1. Psalm 39:1-3 – David knew he might _____ with his words.  
But when his _____ became hot, he ______ with his tongue. 

2. Proverbs 15:1 – A ________ word will stir up _________. 
3. Proverbs 26:20,21 – Where there is no _______, there is no 

______.  Quarrels will stop when there is no ____________. 
4. James 3 – James’ warnings about careless words: 

a. 3:2-5 – Even though the tongue is _______, it can have 
________ effects.  Everyone __________ to master it. 

b. 3:5b-6 – The tongue can set on ______ the _________ 
course of life”. 

C. Often the Bible tries to show us the dangers of our ________. 
 

The Damage Caused By Flaming Tongues 
A. Despite our childhood rhyme, words can _______ us. 
B. The destruction caused by uncontrolled tongues: 

1. Esther 3:8 – Haman’s _______ led to a plan to destroy all 
_______.  More than _______ of Israel’s enemies ______. 

2. James 3:8-12 – Do we _______ God, yet ________ those 
who are made in His ______________? 

3. Ephesians 4:29 – There must be no _______________ talk 
out of our mouths, but that which ________ up. 

4. Psalm 15:1-3 – Those who ___________ with their tongues 
will not ________ on God’s holy ________. 

C. Matthew 12:36,37 – We will give __________ for every 
___________ word we ________. 

 

Colossians 4:6 – Our speech must _________ be ____________, 
seasoned with _________. 
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